
1. The contest will consist of two parts.  (A) An 

8-10 minute, memorized oration will be given 

on some phase of the United States Constitution.  

(B) A 3-5 minute extemporary oration on one of 

the four “assigned topics” assigned by National 

Headquarters.  Topics can be found at 

www.legion.org/oratorical/topics.  

 

2. The contestant may not use any notes or 

prompts when giving their oration. 

 

3. A minimum of five (5) judges will judge all 

contests, grading independently.  Local and 

county contests can be judged by a minimum of 

three (3) judges. 

 

4. The tabulators will tabulate all scores of the 

judges and apply any penalties as directed by the 

Chairman of the contest. 

 

5. The Chairman of the contest will verify the 

results and announce the winners. 

 

6. The score sheets, timekeeper’s card and 

tabulation card will become the property of The 

American Legion, Department of Pennsylvania 

Oratorical Committee. 

 

7. The Department contest will be under the 

direct supervision of the Oratorical Committee 

consisting of:  Department Commander, 

Department Adjutant, Department Oratorical 

Chairman, Department Section Vice Chairmen 

and Inter-District Chairmen appointed by the 

Department Commander.  In the contest, final 

authority on all issues raised will remain with the 

Department Chairmen listed on the reverse side 

of this brochure or any other members the 

Department Commander may designate. 

 

8. All rules and regulations pertaining to the 

contest will follow the National rules and 

regulations. 

 

9. Those individuals responsible for conducting 

the contest shall observe the rules strictly.  The 

“assigned topics” shall be used at all levels of 

competition. 

 

10. The Department winner must be certified 

with the National Headquarters no later than 

March 5, 2012.  The Oratorical Committee has 

established the following contest dates with the 

understanding that the Department Chairman 

must approve any later date: 

 

Post/School Finals – Sat., January 14, 2012 

County Finals – Sat., January 21, 2012 

District Finals – Sat., January 28, 2012 

Inter-District Finals – Sat., February 4, 2012 

Philadelphia County – Sat., February 11, 2012 

Allegheny County – Sat., February 11, 2012 

Sectional Finals – Sat., February 18, 2012 

Department Finals – Sat., March 10, 2012 

National Finals – April 13 – 15, 2012 

 

11. Department finals will be held in the Forum 

Building at the State Capitol, Harrisburg, PA at 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 3, 2012.  Any 

changes in the contest finals will be announced 

as they occur.  A banquet will be held on Friday 

evening, March 2, 2012to honor all contestants. 

 

12. All interested students should submit an 

application no later than January 7, 2012.  All 

entries are to be mailed to a local Post or District 

Oratorical Chairman. 

 

 

AWARDS 
 

First Place Winner 
$7,500 scholarship, plaque and expense paid 

trip to the Pennsylvania American Legion State 

Convention to present his/her winning oration, 

plus the opportunity to represent Pennsylvania in 

the National and Regional Contests and receive 

an additional $1,500 scholarship from the 

National Organization. 

 

Second Place Winner 
$5,000 scholarship and plaque 

 

Third Place Winner 
$4,000 scholarship and plaque. 

 

NOTE: Scholarships awarded by the Pennsylvania 

American Legion may be used to attend a college 

or university in the United States.  The 

scholarships will be forwarded directly to the 

student at their home address upon receipt of 

request of funds form.  If the contestant chooses 

not to attend college, an equivalent US Savings 

Bond will be awarded. 

 

 

http://www.legion.org/oratorical/topics


Application Form 

 

2012 High School 

Oratorical Contest 

 

 

Student Name__________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name_________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

Phone__________________________________________ 

 

Social Security No.______________________________ 

 

High School____________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

I have read the rules and regulations to 

participate in the Oratorical Contest, 

sponsored by The American Legion, 

Department of Pennsylvania.  I have also 

read the National brochure and agree to 

abide by those rules and regulations as 

well. 

 

Signed_________________________________________ 

 

Date___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Oratorical Contest Committee 

 

Department Commander: Kerrie Gill, Sr 

PO Box 2324, Harrisburg, PA  17105 

Department Adjutant: Kit D. Watson 

PO Box 2324, Harrisburg, PA  17105 

Department Chairman: Mike Stelacio 

28 Sunnyside Dr, Cape May, NJ, 08204 

(267) 566-5572 

Sectional Vice Chairmen 

Eastern: Harry Wynn, III, 59 Thomas Jefferson Rd,  

Lehighton, PA  18235 (570) 386-2188 

Central: Daniel Sattele, 128 Macintosh Dr., 

Palmyra, PA  17078 (717) 838-4150 

Western: Gardner Wagner, 342 N Pine St,  

PO Box 139, Aaronsburg, Pa 16820 

(814) 349-8121 

  

Inter-District Coordinators 

1-5: Aaron Campbell, Jr.  (609) 871-5618 

60 Hawthorne Ln., Willingboro, NJ  08046 

8-9-10: Charles Wahl, (267)261-7281 

703 E Broad St, Quakertown, PA 18951 

11-12-15: John Emil   (570) 675-4461 

1021 Lower Demunds Rd., Dallas, PA  18612 

13-14-30: Jesse Ritz   (610) 582-2421 

1171 Schoffers Rd, Birdsboro, PA 19508 

16-17-18: Albert Hess  (570) 524-4367 

1009 Buffalo Road, Lewisburg, PA 17837 

19-22: Donald Painter  (717) 561-9701 

4600 Lancaster St., Harrisburg, PA 17111 

20-21: Carleton Tate  (814) 839-4893 

188 Wayne Boulevard, Alum Bank, PA  15521 

23-27-28: Chuck Hartman  (724) 791-2279 

PO Box 108, Eau Claire, PA  16030 

24-25-31: Ryan Armstrong   

301 S. Pine Street, Carmichaels, PA  15320 

26-29: John Prichard  (724) 282-1146 

108 Holland Drive, Butler, PA  16002 

32-33-35-36:  Robert Munhall   

4137 Ewalt Road, Gibsonia, PA  15044 
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